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LICENSING AND PERMITS INFORMATION

Business License (also called an Occupational Tax)

If you plan to operate a business in the state of Georgia, you must obtain a city or county business license. In some cases such as home-based businesses and some county areas outside the incorporated city limits, no license is needed. You should discuss the details of your situation with the City of Cornelia’s planning department. The fee for a license is contingent on the location, type, and size of your business. 

All occupation taxes are to be paid before March 31st of the current business year.

If your business will be located within the Cornelia city limits:

City of Cornelia

Cornelia City Hall

Cornelia, GA 30531

(706)-778-8585

ZONING

Once you have chosen a tentative location for your business, contact the City of Cornelia’s planning department to determine the permitted uses of that location. There might be special restrictions on that area. DO NOT INVEST ANY MONEY IN A LOCATION UNTIL ZONING HAS BEEN THOROUGHLY RESEARCHED!!!

The City of Cornelia’s planner, telephone number (706) 778-8585, can help you determine if your location and type of business are in compliance with ordinances. You will be required to submit your business plans to the planning office to determine if the business complies/can be adapted to comply with the following: 

1- Current zoning classification

2- Building setbacks

3- Off-street parking availability and service entrance requirements

4- Buffer yards or required screening

5- Lot area minimum

6- Sign regulations.

Sign permits are required for erecting and placing any mounted or free-standing signs.

Applications are filed through the planning office. For specific information about signage, call the City of Cornelia’s city planner at 706-778-8585. If your plans do not/cannot meet these specifications, you can discuss options with the City of Cornelia’s city planner. If you find the permitted land use classification of your potential location does not allow for your business, you may file an appeal with the city planner.  An answer on this appeal can usually be expected 4-5 weeks after submission of your application packet.

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION & RENOVATION

A building permit must be obtained for both new construction and renovations of and additions to existing buildings. Before you may construct a new facility or renovate an existing one, you must have this permit. Once you have obtained a building permit, complied with the regulations pertaining to the area you are in, and construction is complete, your facility will be inspected. You will then apply for a Certificate of Occupancy. Without this certificate, it is illegal for your business to reside in the facility.

HEALTH PERMITS

If your business is to involve food processing, handling, storage, or distribution, you must obtain permits from the Habersham County Health Department, which handles the permits for the entire county and the City of Cornelia. If you are unsure if your business needs a permit, contact the Health Department.

Habersham County Heath Department

185 Scoggins Drive

Demorest, GA 

Phone Number: 706-778-7156

